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U. K. INTERNATIONAL TEAMS CHALLENGE

RPSBS Ltd invites interested members to apply for an invitation of participants to compete in the United Kingdom, National Pony Society, International Team Challenge in 2012 at the NPS/Top Spec Supreme Dressage Championships, the tentative date for the Final being 18th April 2012.   

The initial invitation was for 2 x teams of 4 preferably aged over 18 years that there are no responsibility issues.  We understand that National Pony Society may also be able to house and horse a junior squad.  RPSBS Ltd has approved at its Board meeting 6th December 2010 that we will fill a junior team of 4 riders and a senior team of 4 riders, juniors being under 18 years and seniors being over 18 years of age.  The tests at this stage will be Prelim 14 and Novice 28.  Suitable ponies/horses will be provided in the U.K. for competition.

RPSBS Ltd is accepting applications from anyone interested in this opportunity and would ask that all applicants provide the following information in their submission;   

1. All applicants (or family) must have been a financial member of RPSBS for at least 2 years.

2. All applicants must furnish proof of competing in at least 3 official dressage tests in the last 2 years, preferably on a pony, but other performances would be considered.

3. All applicants are asked to list heights of ponies or horses that have been used by them in competition

4. Must provide documented proof of current EA Insurance.

5. Riders must be at least 14 years or over to be considered.  

6. Any junior  under 18 years must have written parental approval accompany application

7. Age of rider will be at time of competition and copy of birth certificate must accompany application

8. Height of rider

9. Current personal references

Applicants must be prepared to be part of a team and take instruction from the team leader.  Riders must provide their own riding clothes, boots etc.and be prepared to wear uniform (to be advised) for travel and day wear.   RPSBS will provide Jackets, vests, t/shirts, ties, caps, badges and saddlecloths.

RPSBS are looking at any business or persons that may be willing to assist in sponsorship for these riders.  It is also suggested that riders themselves could source sponsorship and fund raise to assist.

The UK coordinators want to house riders with families who preferably will mount them and get them out and about a bit. Group visit ideas include Windsor Castle and the Royal Mews, Racing, London - bus trip, Houses of Parliament [hopefully a visit led by the past NPS Chief Exec who is now an MP], the London Eye, The Farriers Stud in the New Forest and a trip to Rotherwood.  Maximum family stay would be 2 weeks and anyone wishing to stay on would then need to find their own accommodation.  All airfares, insurance and personal expenses are to be paid for by the applicants and anyone that accompanies them. 

No responsibility will be taken by RPSBS Ltd.
Applications will close on Friday evening 29th April 2011 to either;
Mrs Robyn Vale; 
Ph 08 95254457, mobile 0417917077 
email; drbvet@iinet.net.au                                                      
36 Lord Fury Court, Darling Downs, Western Australia 6122.

Mrs. Liz Francis; 
Ph 08 82511259, mobile 0409828022 
email lizfrancis@adam.com.au
19 Orchard Grove, Golden Grove, South Australia 5125.

Below is the original invitation from NPS BRPSB coordinator Stephanie Fitt 

· To invite one or two teams of 4 riders - all ages welcome of appropriate riding ability to take part in an International Team Challenge at the NPS/Top Spec Supreme Dressage Championships during April 2012.  

· Riders will be provided with accommodation by members and will found suitable ponies to compete on.
· We use British Dressage Prelim & Novice Tests and will be able to provide the two tests to be ridden to you in March 2011... Plenty of time to prepare at home! 
· We are also inviting a team from NPS America and will make the event open to others from Europe as these are starting to show interest through the Native Breed societies... being an NPS event this offers categories for BRP's, Part Breed’s and Mountain & Moorland ponies - Your members will therefore have the opportunity to see all of our breeds being ridden 

· We would suggest that your team members stay in the UK for at least 10 days in order to get in some sightseeing and become accustomed to our weather!!! 

· Teams will be required to cover their own travel and personal costs 

· Possible sightseeing trips - London, Windsor Castle, New Forest - a visit to a stud to find out about managing ponies on the Forest, visits to renowned Riding Pony Studs and producers yards, Oxford, Canterbury 
Please let me know whether your Society would like to send teams. We are asking now as this event is going to take a lot of co-ordination! 
We hope that it will be a friendly and fun pre-Olympic challenge! The competition will be judged by British Dressage judges who have no association with NPS members so the results will be fair. 
 

The venue for the event will be Addington Manor Equestrian Centre, Buckingham = see www.addingtonmanor.co.uk   
 

We very much look forward to working with you and further developing friendships.
With Very Best Wishes, Stephanie Fitt - NPS BRPSB Committee
 
